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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) |EI Claim(s) 6:8 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stephens 
et al US 6,388,782 in view of Gnauck et al. US 2002/0021861 . 

Regarding claim 5, Stephens discloses in Figures 9 and 20, a communications 
system, comprising: 

a) a plurality of tunable signal sources 20, each for generating a carrier signal of 
any one of a plurality of wavelengths; 

b) first control means 202 for controlling the signal sources so as to sweep the 
wavelength of the carrier signal generated by each source through the plurality of 
wavelengths, said first control means sweeping the signal sources In staggered 
manner so that at any point in time the signal sources are generating different 
wavelength signals; 

c) a plurality of modulators 42, each for modulating information onto the swept 
carrier signal generated by a respective said signal source; 

d) means 42 for combining the swept modulated signals to form a combined 
signal and transmitting the combined signal; 
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e) means (i.e., TF 114) for filtering the received combined signal to extract 
therefrom a plurality of component signals, a component signal being extracted at each 
of the plurality of wavelengths; 

f) second control means 202 for controlling the filtering means so as to sweep 
the wavelength of each component signal extracted through the plurality of 
wavelengths, said second control means sweeping the wavelengths of the component 
signals in staggered manner in synchronism with said sweeping of the signal sources 
by the first control means, the wavelength of each component signal thereby tracking 
the wavelength generated by a respective said tunable signal source. 

Stephen does not specifically discloses a plurality of demodulators, each for 
demodulating a respective said component signal provided by the filtering means 
thereby to recover information contained therein. However, modulating the data signal 
with a specific wavelength, transmit the modulated signal over the fiber then 
demodulate the data signal at the receiving end is well known in the art as discloses in 
Figure 2 of Gnauck. At the time of the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to an artisan to include the demodulator taught by Gnauck in the system of 
Stephen. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do that in order 
to receive the data signal at the receiving end. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 6-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Fee U.S. Patent no. 5,995,256. Method and system for managing optical 
subcarrier reception 

b. Wachsman U.S. Patent no. 7,174,100. Method and system for performing 
OTDM 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dzung D Iran whose telephone number Is (571) 272- 
3025. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan, can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from thePatent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 



Application/Control Number: 10/559,635 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2613 

applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Dzung Iran 
11/21/2008 
/Dzung D Iran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2613 



